2003 HCEA Award Winners

Sandra Cornett, RN, Ph.D, Director, The Ohio State

University / AHEC Health Literacy Program:

The Jean W. Raines
Distinguished Service
Award recognizes a
member of HCEA who
has demonstrated
outstanding service

and support of the
organization. This
award was designed to
honor Jean Raines, who

was the founding president of HCEA. She provided
outstanding leadership and mentorship to educators

over her thirty-year career in healthcare education.

Lynn Miller, RN, BSN, MS, Education Coordinator,

Richmond VA Medical Center:

Excellence in Practice
Award - Staff
Development recognize a
member of HCEA who has
initiated innovation and
effective practices,
interventions or programs
in staff development.

Zeena Engelke, RN, MS,
Patient Education Manager, University of
Wisconsin Hospital and Clinic:

Excellence in Practice
Award -
Patient/Community
Education recognizes a
HCEA member who has
initiated innovative and
effective practices,
interventions or programs
in patient/community
education.

2003 National Conference Gets
Rave Reviews

HCEA members gathered in Washington, D.C.
on September 25-27, 2003 for the 6th Annual
Health Care Education Association Institute.
Fortunately, attendees just missed the terrible
hurricane that hit the east coast just a few days
prior to the conference. George Washington
University Hospital educators hosted the
conference in their new education center.

Many conference participants enjoyed
pre-conference tours of the National Institutes of
Health and the National Library of Medicine.
The institute itself then got off to a good start
with a keynote address by Dr. Suzanne L.
Matthew who spoke on cultural diversity and her
award winning work with the Hmong
community.

Staff, patient, and community educators who
attended the conference had a wide variety of
breakout sessions to choose from. Sessions
covered topics ranging from current changes in
health care, cultural diversity, new approaches to
staff education, and the use of new technologies
in patient education. Community educators
attended a session on the innovative use of "lay
health advisors" to reduced health care costs,
prevent illness, and reduce health care
disparities. A conference favorite was the exhibit
hall with booths and poster displays and a
reception with vendors.

A plenary session featured John S. Rhodes who
spoke on "Meeting the Challenges of
Bioterrorism." Conference sessions were
available for those who work in small
organizations as well as for those who come
from large hospitals and systems. Several
individuals from the VA system attended the
conference and formed a group that will be
affiliated with HCEA and the Institute.

The Awards luncheon brought tears to many eyes
as outstanding educators were recognized for
their work and contributions to HCEA.

Special thanks go to Dr. Sandra Cornett and
her planning committee for their hard work in
planning the 2003 Strengthening the Nation
Conference.




